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- Dear Fe'llo'vr Mini-st:é'rs:'"

Greetmgs agaln from Pasadena' Wlth the month of March

over half ‘gone, the'income ig still very low. " As'of last Frlday, the

" total income for the ‘month stood at ~8. 2%, and the total 1ncome for

- the'year to date stood at Just 9.6%." These dlsappomtmgly low flgures
"‘remamed about the same over the weekend S :

[After d1pp1ng heav11y into our reserves 1n January, we had
to borrow money in order to pay our éxpenseés for the months of

February and March. "In my last letter I explamed some of the —
“drastic measures Mr.: Armstrong dec1ded to put 1nto effect in this j .

crisis situation to reduce our expenses temporarlly He dec1ded

last week that '‘éven 'more drastic measures were needed He dec1ded
that: TOMORROW'S- WORL.D- would algo come’ out only every ether 3‘:'

- month for-the next six- months, alternatmg with The PLAIN TRUTH |

The 'PLAIN TRUTH will core out one- month and TOMORROW'S"
WORLD the next, etc. This will mean that those subscribing to
TOMORROW'S WORLD. will . receive’ elther The PLAIN TRUTH or
TOMORROW'S WORLD each month - The GOOD NEWS, whmh has
been commg ‘out bi- monthly since last September. W111 c:ontmue to e

_ 'do 50 for at least another six months. S

Next Mr Armstrong dec1ded that we w111 sell both of our o

Z jets if we can find buyers for them.  Because of the state of the -
~economy right now, this may not be easy to do. "Several: other used -

Falcons are up for sale right now, and the company - whu:h bu11ds them

has‘'not been able to- sell any new ones for several monthg. - The "
'Grumman Gulfstream I, which is a larger, longer ranged alrcraft
is still- 1n demand, however, and we may even be able to make a small

prof1t on our Gulfstream II

Mr. Armstrong has’ also dec1ded that many radlo statlons on

: ‘.rwhxch the broadcast is now carried dally will be cut back to a oncem'

Eer Week bams durmg the flve»month per10d from’ May through
S




_ All of us here are very excited about this new evangellstlc
program and the possible effects it could have on the Work of God.

But to be truly successful the prayers of the entire Church will have

to'be behind this ''pilot" Nashville campaign! We need God's guidance
and help ifi évery stage of it -- in planning, organizing and actually
carrying it out. Sop ray, and encourage the brethren to pray, for its
success [j_"i ' : ' ' o

S — T s

With the Passover coming up- in about one month 1 hope all of
you have halls secured and plans made. I have already discussed with
“the District Superintendents the probability of some of us flying out
from Headquarters and some from Big Sandy to conduct preaching -

services during the first and last weekends of the Days of Unleavened
Bread. - Please let us know how these plans are coming and a number .
of us will be out to visit and preach if possible. Since we can use
second tithe at this time, it is an excellent time to do 80 Wlthout dipping
1nto the regular mmlsterlal budget. :

"By way of a personal note, since many of you are calling, -
writing or asking about it, miy injured eye is coming along fine. The
repair surgery seems to be a success, and the specialist and our own
college doctor both say it "looks fine.'' However, I do have to wear
a patch on the left eye, a la Moshe Dayan. My patch is white, however,
and I 'expect to have it off within another week or ten days. -When it is
off, I do now have the peripheral vision on my left'side although.the eye
itself is somewhat coated with mucus and is bloody -looking because of
the operation. But'l do appreciate your prayers and the interest so
many of you have shown and felt you would want to know it is coming.
along fine.

L. Finally, I want to exhort all of you to impart the information

regarding the triraming back, the selhng of the airplanes, and the
. ministerial ‘salary reductions in a positive and heartfelt manner to all

. the bretbren.. Help- them_reallze that we, .too, here at. Headquarters,
are sincerely trying to SACRIFICE for r the Work -- and this includes
salary reductions for every Evangelist ‘and Pastor- rank minister around
‘the face of the earth, plus many others! I am sure if they realize that

we are taking it serwusly and trying to do our parts, they will respond
-enthumastlcally in every way. And they, and we, need to pray fervently
as never before that God will add morée Co-Workers and cause the direly-
needed funds te be sent in now for HlS Work. As we do our part we know
that the answer WILL comej -

Roderick C. Meredlth

. Your brother in Chrlst, ,

(¢
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Greetmgs agam from Headquarters' We are all fme here m e
Pasadena -Becauge §0 many of you have asked, let me say that my A
eye is much better and is coming along very well ‘after the repalr
_ _'surgery “Thank you v ery much for your prayers, cards and 1nterest
1 did appreciate them a great deal and will have more to say about
thls and about the subJect of repalr surgery in a future 1etter B

. '_ But th1s letter needs to’ be in the form of a hurry-up emergencz
~ © letter. - You will also be: rece1v1ng a member letter from Mr Herbert
‘ Armstrong about the current fmanu.al CRISIS 1n God's Work ' -

Although We have had many recent blessmgs and even’

i £! All of you older mlmsters will’ remember

that virtually every pre- -Pagsover season this occurs "Afew' ‘years:

' ,'ago, Mrs. Swaney and others became bitter and left the Church Three
years. ago Mrs. Armstrong had her trial just before the Passover
Another time, Mr. Justus had: his problem and had to be temporarlly

_ expelled from the Church at thJ.s same season And so 1t goes '

B Now, even though the Work is- bearmg greater frutt than ever

J= and I am happy to réport that requested v151ts for January and -
February were at an AL~ TIME HIGH for this time:of. year EES ‘Satan
the Devil is" ‘striking at this Work in two partlcular areas:’ Flrst ‘both
a Preachmg Elder dnd a T.ocal Elder have excommumcated themselves
and left the’ Church back’ in'the Akron drea!" Secondly, ‘the national . =~
. financial slump, -coupled with the recent postal strike. and other prob— '

lems, have consplred to greatiy 1ntens1fy the f1nanc1a1 cr1s1s God' o

"-".:"f-fWork was already 1n N Sy - X -




& . First let me explain, briefly, about the two ministers who

_ ¥ have left God's Church. Mr. Carl O'Beirn, as many of you have
known for years if you have known him well, has always been a o

- "brooder, " a worrier and somewhat of a negative individual -- an
enigma to many-of us acquainted with h).m For many months now

he hag‘been studying and emphasmmg, in his mind and to some others,
"2 the idea that we are bound to "keep'' the new moons and to dwell in
literal palm-frond or tree-limb-composed booths during the Feast of
Tabernacles. Mr., Bryce Clark and others have talked with him at
length about this, but to no avail. After he provoked the issue a week -
ago Monday with Mr. Clark, we had him fly out here to Headquarters
for a personal meeting with Mr. Armstrong and a few of the leading
Evangelists. We tried to discuss the subject with him. He repeated
over and over: "My m1ncl is made up." Mr. Ted Armstrong even
offered him a .Workshop type of meetlng where just two or three of
us would go over the scriptures he had in mind with him for several
hours, if need be. He said he did not see any point in it and repeated
that. h1s mmd wag made up in many dlfferent ways.

We now fmd that he had regel vgg 2.consi
~within the last few weeks from a close relative,
financial 1ndependence, he apparently provoked this oonfrontatlon and
expellation. We are now beginning to find out unusual ideas and teach-
ings which he held. He was beginning to emphasize in many sermons
and Bible Studies the approach of praying more to Christ than to God
the Father, and other matters. He has been clandestmely 1mpart1ng
these ideas to some of the weaker members and even the new prospec-
tive members before they even attended Church, we fmd‘

So, although we were Very SOrry to see him rebell and leave
God's Church in the carnal, ha%l."& l;f(\rte%%manner 1n which he did, we
~are now begmmng to reahze “that it may be actually ''good riddance"
toa problem that would have grown much worse if it had been allowed
to fester and grow w1th1n the body of Christ. Through comments
Mr. O'Beirn's boys have recently made to others, it appears that he
may try to start his own church, even h1s own broadcast and a com-
petitive work of some klnd Hig wife and children have followed h1m
in this completely -~ except that his older daughter, Kay, does seem
to be coming. along all right and understands the situation as she is a

student at the Big Sandy campus.

Mr. John Judy, a Local Elder in the Akron area, was obv1ously
1nf1uenced and affected by Mr. O'Beirn and they had shared in many
hours of g_r1p1ng, criticizing and rebelling against God's Work. However,



e ]uet 11ke the p1t1fu1 situation of epltte ahd sch1sms that: used to take

plaée’in the Sardis" Church when Mr. Armstrohg knew-it, he and Mr

© O'Beirn don't éven see eye-to-eye themsélves!  While’ Mr. Judy

" says he’ ‘dgrees with Mr. O'Beirn on the new moons, he disagrees

on the idea of dwelling in primitive-type booths, - - Also, -Mr. Judy

feels that he should not have to take orders from anybody or any

rn1nlster under age 30 'and’ that no mihigter should be-ordaitied under

. age 30.: “"He also. says he now does not believe in: tithing and believes .
‘that Pentecost ought to be kept on Sunday' Any of these old heresws
sound famlllar‘? - : S L e

: Anyway, when' IVIr Davxd Antmn, ag recent Dlstrlct Superm- ‘
‘tendent,- flew back to: join Mr. Bryce Clark in havmg meetings with
the: Elders and- deacons ‘there; these problems- came. out from M,
Judy. So- he also'left the:Church on his own volition saying he dig-- .
‘agieed with- 1t on these points and apparently some others, buf he .
' Sa1d that he could not follow Mr O'Be1rn, as he could see Mr,
: ¥ Lina, wOlbitternessy., Mr. Judy's wife and son,’ Carl
have follovved hlrn in thls But hlS two daughters who are here at
Pasadena, ‘Mrs. David: Albert and:Mrs. Fred Teltgen, : deflmtely do
NOT follow their parents in any of this and are only very sorry. that
this had to occur. - Mr. Albert told me just the other day that his wife °
was not’ really shocked, however, ‘as she had worried that” somethmg
like this might bulld up, 'For the'last few years, she ‘has been ¢on-. -
cerned about her’ parents carnal attitude, their fighting like cats and
~dogs ‘at homie ‘and pitting on their "Sabbath smiles' before the ministers
at Church and Bibte Study so that they could get.ahead, first as deacon
and then as Local Elder and wife." So, again, although we are. personally:
- very sorry for the sake of these people and their children, it'may, in
fact, be a cleansing operation: Whlch was necessary in the body of Christ.
T W1ll work out for good in the end S -

But fellows, let us take it serlously, nevertheless! This

: certamly is going to bhe-a’ dleconcertmg factor in the mirnds.and hearts

- of many who hear. it and a gource of sadness and grief for those in the
“Akron-area. So far‘as we know, no other families are following these

twoout of God's Church-at this time. For that we are thankful.. Yet,

Jesus- prephesmd that false tedchers would rise up. ‘The Apostle Paul

- prophesied:  "For I'know this, that after my deparfing shall grievous

wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.. Also of your .own -
selves’ shall men arise, speakmg perverse thlngs, to draw away dlsc1p1es

_ after them : _ L L

o The really BIG publlclty God's Work is begmmng to receive,
'plus these kinds of defection and fallings away certainly 1nd1cate, ‘again,
- that the END of thlS age is very near!



j8

" approach to God's Church and those over hi
ord W111 be gettmg around, &

: 3o let each of us examine his own heart, and let us be aware
that.in our Churches there could be people with similar. attitudes and

‘weaknesses! We must always be alert, "as God's shepherds, to pre-
vent the wolves -- coming either from without or within -- from
killing any of the true sheep of Christ.

necessary cleanelng of Chr1st's body when these thmgs occur and that
there was a long history of trouble with Mr. and Mrs. Judy -- and
certamly with Mr, O' Beirn who had trouble and antagonism when he
used to work in the "printing shop, ' as we called it then. He gave Mr.
Loochner trouble and griped down at Imperial School as a teacher, -
gave Messrs. Dale Hampton, Carlton Smith, David Antion and now -
Mr. Bryce Clark trouble in every case when he worked under them.

He now has finally excommunicated himself and his family as a result-
of an unusual self-righteous, hard-headed and mcreasmgly bitter

m th: t1 Because

Getting back now to the financial crisis, I hope every single
one of you will take this to heart and really impress upon your congre-
gations that a deflnlte CRISIS situation in God's Work has now been
reached in this area! Working in many ways through the thieving mail

clerks, the postal strike and other means, Satan the Devil is no doubt

rejoicing in this crisis, which, if he has not caused,. he has certainly

aggravated.

As Mr, Armstrong is no doubt'explaining to you in his letter,

- although the mail income ig slowly beginning an upswing again -~

accumulated bills and financial pressures resulting from the months of

| .""‘1owered income and- aggravated by the mail thievery and-postal strike
have caused us now to be extremely tight financially. . We will be .
unable to pay bills for the month of April unless there is a sudden and

EXTRA =- beyond normal tithes and offerings -- ''shot in the. arm"’
from brethren truly sacrificing to send in spec1al offerings IMMEDI-
ATFELY. So be sure to read very carefully Mr. Armstrong' s letter,
meditate and pray over it. Then determine what you and your wife

- will do about 11; Then get up in Church this Sabbath and tell the
‘brethren in'a most gincere and heartfelt manner about this CRISIS -

God's Work is in -~ which is not an ordinary or minor crisis in any
remote sense whatever -- and urge them to respond Wholeheartedly




‘ Tell them,

ULBEEE Use
wisdom and BALANCE in your exhortation! Don't exhort or 'command'"

- elderly w1dows or extremely poor people with big families to get them-

" selves ''in hock" in a manner that would immediately put ‘them on the
:Emergency Fund or 1r1 the 'poor house in a matter of a few weeks or.

S Also, Mr. Portune suggested that you mlght ask those who
'could to increase the L,OAN on their homes or properties and send in
~this money. -This would give them extra money without increasing
their outgo' So mention all these alternatlves, let the brethren know

that it is & REAL CRISIS this time for sure; and appeal to them in-a
heartfelt manner about what you are going to do and let them know we
are all in this together! Take time to really prepare these announce-

ments for. this Sabbath! Probably most of you should even preach on

something. related to God's Work and how our lives and hearts must be

in-it!  Explain how it is, in fact, the BIG TEST of what we. WILL DO
Vv when we are fulltxme servants of God in His ngdom and Famlly'

Well that is it, fellows, and I W111 try to get out more
general news and Pagsover instructions; etc., within a few days.
know that God will inspire every one of you to stir your people up and
help them realize that this is a challenge to sacrifice and react whole-
heartedly if there ever was one.

Your. broth_er_ in Christ,

" Roderick C. Meredith

§ P.S. I justrealized the following matter could be a question and checked
# with Mr. Portune. Tell your people in this special case to go- ahead and
send in the big amounts they have borrowed or obtained in other ways by
regular mail BUT, tell them to be sure that it is sent by check or money
| order and that it is sent by registered mail, return receipt requested.

| In this way, there is very little possibility of thievery.. And if such
thlevery should occur, they would know about it 1mmedlately through
their recelpt and be able to stop payment on the check or money order
1nvolved
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